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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, RH, UK 

SUBJECT: FINANCIAL TIMES ARTICLE 

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE BY BRIDGET BLOOM APPEARED IN THE 
DECEMBER 13 EDITION OF THE FINANCIAL TIMES UNDER THE 
TITLE, "U.K. TO PRESENT NEW RHODESIA FORMULA 
BEGIN TEXT: THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS NOW READY TO PUT 
FORWARD COMPROMISE PROPOSALS FOR A RHODESIA SETTLEMENT 
WHICH WOULD INVOLVE A MUCH GREATER ROLE FOR BRITAIN IN 
AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT THAN MINISTERS, UNTIL VERY 
RECENTLY, HAVE BEEN PREPARED TO CONTEMPLATE. 

AN OUTLINE OF THE PROPOSALS MAY BE GIVEN TO PARLIA 
MENT TOMORROW, WHEN MR. ANTHONY CROSLAND, THE FOREIGN 
SECRETARY, MAKES HIS EXPECTED ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE AD- 
JOURNMENT FOR CHRISTMAS OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

AN EARLY ADJOURNMENT HAS BEEN EXPECTED BY DELEGATES 
SINCE LATE LAST WEEK AND MR. SMITH, THE RHODESIAN 
LEADER, LAST NIGHT LEFT GENEVA FOR HOME, FOLLOWING A 
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MEETING WITH MR. IVOR RICHARD, THE CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN. 
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BISHOP MUZOREWA IS ALREADY IN RHODESIA. 

FULL DETAILS OF THE NEW BRITISH PROPOSALS HOWEVER 
WILL PROBABLY EMERGE ONLY AS CONSULTATIONS PROCEED 
DURING THE ADJOURNMENT WITH THE AFRICAN AND WHITE RHO- 
DESIAN DELEGATIONS. WITH THE U.S., AND WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
AND THE FRONTLINE AFRICAN STATES. 

THE GOVERNMENT'S ACCEPTANCE THAT IT MUST NOW TAKE A 
MORE POSITIVE STAND STEMS FROM THE CONCLUSION, ENDORSED 
IN WEEKEND TALKS WITH DR. KISSINGER, THE OUTGOING U.S. 
SECRETARY, THAT THE BEST HOPE OF SAVING THE SETTLEMENT 
INITIATIVE FROM COLLAPSE IS A CENTRAL BRITISH ROLE IN AN 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

IN OUTLINE, THE PROPOSALS ENVISAGE A BRITISH POLITICA 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENCE, IN THE FORM OF A GOVERNOR 
GENERAL-TYPE FIGURE AND STAFF. 

TO BE NEGOTIATED, HOWEVER, ARE THE CRUCIAL AREAS OF 
LAW AND ORDER AND DEFENSE, WHICH COULD INVOLVE BRITISH- 
OR COMMONWEALTH-MILITARY PERSONNEL BUT ALMOST CERTAINLY 
NOT TROOPS. 

THE KEY TO WHETHER SUCH PROPOSALS COULD PRODUCE A 
SETTLEMENT IS THOUGHT TO LIE IN THE ATTITUDE OF MR. 

SMITH, WHO HAS NOW BEEN CLEARLY TOLD THAT HIS VERSION OF 
THE KISSINGER PLAN AS A NON-NEGOTIABLE CONTRACT, IS NOW 
DEAD. 

BRITAIN PROBABLY WILL NOW TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN 
DISCUSSING THE NEW PROPOSALS WITH THE AFRICAN DELEGATIONS 
AND THE FRONTLINE PRESIDENTS, AND MAY SEND SENIOR EMIS- 
SARIES TO AFRICA DURING THE CONFERENCE RECESS. 

THE ROLE OF THE U.S. IS STILL SEEN AS CRITICAL, FOR 

THE NEW PROPOSALS WILL HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED WITH THE 

RHODESIANS THEMSELVES, AND WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS ARE TO RETURN TO 
LONDON THIS WEEK FOR DISCUSSIONS ON TACTICS AND 
STRATEGY. 

MEANWHILE, MR. RICHARD SEEMS LIKELY TO PROPOSE AN 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON TUESDAY. THIS IS NOT 
THOUGHT LIKELY TO CAUSE PROBLEMS, ALTHOUGH MR. NKOMO 
AND MR. MUGABE, JOINT LEADERS OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT, 

WILL INSIST THAT THE DELAY DOES NOT PREJUDICE THE 
AGREED INDEPENDENCE TIMETABLE. 
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AS HE LEFT GENEVA LAST NIGHT, MR. SMITH SAID THAT HE 
HOPED AN ADJOURNMENT MIGHT BRING "MORE SANITY" TO THE 
CONFERENCE. 

ASKED ABOUT A POSSIBLE BRITISH MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
AND LAW AND ORDER, MR. SMITH SAID THAT IT WAS A 
"GHASTLY THOUGHT." END TEXT 
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